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ST. ELIZABETH’S HOSPITAL’S O’FALLON MEDICAL BUILDING
ADDS DIGITAL MAMMOGRAPHY TO SERVICES FOR WOMEN
BELLEVILLE, IL, January 22, 2007 -- St. Elizabeth’s Hospital of Belleville,
which has offered women the most advanced digital mammography
system available at its Monroe County Medical Building since that facility
opened last September, has added the service at its O’Fallon Medical

Building at 1512 North Green Mount Road in O’Fallon, Illinois.

The Selenia™ digital mammography system, which is produced by
Hologic®, is the first system of its kind in Monroe and St. Clair Counties.
The unit utilizes a technology called full field digital mammography.
Unlike film-based mammography, digital mammograms produce images
that appear on a technologist’s monitor within seconds, eliminating the

need to wait for film to be developed.
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Digital mammography uses computers and specially designed digital
detectors to produce an image that can be displayed on a high-resolution
computer monitor, transmitted and stored just like computer files. The
physician can adjust the brightness, change contrast and zoom in for

close-ups of specific areas of interest.

The Selenia system provides patients with the highest quality of care in
the prevention and early detection of breast cancer, which affects
approximately one out of every eight women in their lifetime.

“An exam at either our O’Fallon or Monroe County facilities can be
completed in seconds, and the images will instantaneously be ready for
review by the technologist and radiologist,” said Joe Gain, Radiology
Service Manager at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital who oversees the service at

both the O’Fallon and Monroe County facilities.

“With this installation, patients throughout St. Clair and Monroe Counties
can now benefit from the latest technology available for the early
detection of breast cancer,” said Tim Brady, administrator for St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital.

In conjunction with the PACS system (Picture Archival Communications

Systems), the digital mammograms automatically are sent to a radiologist
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to read. Computer-Aided Detection (CAD) also is offered, providing a

“second read” of the mammogram by a computer.

The American Cancer Society recommends that all women have a baseline
screening mammogram between the ages of 35 and 40 and have an annual
mammogram beginning at age 40. Early detection is the key to overcoming
breast cancer. To schedule an appointment at the O’Fallon Medical

Building, call 618-624-3750.

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital is a 506-bed acute care medical facility that offers a
full range of services with a medical staff representing more than 40
medical specialties and a staff of more than 1,600 employees. Itis an
affiliate of the Hospital Sisters Health System, a 13-member hospital
system based in Springfield, Illinois. For more information, contact 61 8-

234-2120, ext. 1575 or www.steliz.org.
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