FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

St. Elizabeth® Hospital DBélleville, IL
Receives Chest Pain Center Accreditation

Belleville, IL BDNovember, 2004 The Sodety of Chest Pain Centers has granted the
designaion of Accredited Chest Pain Center to St. Elizabeth@ Hospital in Belleville, IL.
St. Elizabeth@isthefirst hospital in the St. L ouis metropolitan area to receive this
accreditation; it isthethird accredited Chest Pain Center in Illinoisand 70th in the
nation.

Orhis reflects the commitment of our physcians and staff to meet the highest standards
for the safe and effective treatment of patients with heart disease and its symptoms,O
states Tim Brady, St. Elizabeth® Hospital administrator. (Being first in the St. Louis
metropolitan area to achieve this naiond accreditation hdpsidentify St. Elizabeth@as a
leader in cardiac care throughouttheregion. Thisis agreat example of thehighlevel of
care and competence our staff demondratesin serving our patients.O

Orhe Chest Pain Center Accreditation is a great accomplishment for our hospital. St.
Elizabeth@ Hogpital @ Chest Pain Team is dedicated to continuousy re-evaluating the
way we treat chest pain and heart attack patientsin order to give the best possible paient
outcomes,Osays Sue Beeler, manager diagnogic and interventiond cardiology. QWhile it
isagreat honorto achieve recognition fromthe Society of Chest Pain Centers, it is
important for the public to undestand tha care, safe treatment and postive results for our
paientsisour primary god. We compare our paient outcomes to those of other
naiondly recognized ingitutionsand we congstently meet or exceed those standadsO

Heart attacks are the leading cause of degth in the United States, with 600000dying
annudly of heart disease. More than five million Americansvisit hogitals each year with
chest pan. Thegod of the Sodety of Chest Pain Centersisto significantly reduce the
mortality rate of these paients by teaching the puldic to recognize and react to the early
symptoms of a possible heart attack, reduce thetime tha it takes to receive treatment, and
increase the accuracy and effectiveness of treatment.

The Chest Pain Center( protocol driven and systematic approach to patient management
allows physciansto reduce time to treatment during the critical early stages of a heart
attack, when treatments are mog effective, and to better monitor paients when it is not
clear whether they are having a coronay event. Such observation hdpsensure tha a
paient is nather sent hometoo early nor needlessly admitted.



With therise of Chest Pain Centers came the need to establish standadsdesigned to
improvethe consstency and qudity of care provided to paients. The Sodety®
accreditation process enaures centers meet or exceed qudity-of-care measuresin acute
cardiac medicine

The Chest Pain Center at St. Elizabeth@ Hospital has demondrated its expertise and
commitment to qudity paient care by meeting or exceeding awide set of stringent
criteriaand completing on-site evaluaionsby areview team from the Sodety of Chest
Pain Centers. Key areas in which a Chest Pain Center must demondrate expertise
indude

* Integrating theemergency department with thelocal emergency medical system

* Assessing, diagnosng, and treating patients quickly

Effectively treating patients with low risk for acute coronay syndrome and no
assignable cause for ther symptoms

Having afundiond designtha promotes optimal paient care

Enauring Chest Pain Center personnd competency and training

Maintaining organizationd structure and commitment

Continudly seeking to improve processes and procedures

Suppoting community outreach programs tha educate the public to promptly
seek medical careif they display symptoms of a passible heart attack

About St. Elizabeth@ Hogpital

St. Elizabeth@ Hogpital isa270-bed acute care medical facility with cardiac services that
indudecardiac diagnogics, Cardiac Catheterization/EP Lab, coronay artery bypass
grafting, cardiac rehabilitation, a 60-bed telemetry unit, cardiovascular critical care unit
and a heart failure suppot group St. Elizabeth® also maintainsa Gold Seal of approvd
from the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Facilities (JCAHO), is
certified by the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), is
accredited by the Inter-sodetal Commission for the Accreditation of Vascular Labs
Committee on Laboratory Accreditations and the American Academy of Seep Medicine

For more information please contact Craig Steiner, Director of Marketing, St. Elizabeth®
Hogital at 618234-2120ext. 13570r email at csteiner@sebh.org.

About the Sodety of Chest Pain Centers

The Sodety of Chest Pain Centers (SCPC) is an internaiond professond sodety
focused onimproving care for pdients with acute coronay syndromes and related
maladies. Established in 1998 the Sodety is dedicated to paient advocacy and focusng
onischemic heart disease. Central to its missonisthe question, OVha isrightfor the
paient?0 In answer, the Sodety promotes protocol-based medicing, often ddivered



througha Chest Pain Center modd to address the diagnoss and treatment of acute
coronay syndromes, heart failure, and to promote the adopton of process improvement
science by hedlthcare providers. SCPC is headquatered in Columbus Ohio.

For more information on the Sod ety of Chest Pain Centers visit www.scpcp.org, or
contact Robat Weisenbumger Lipetz, Executive Director at (614)27497100r
director@scpcp.org.
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